






Histology of excised nodules

In sentinel communities of four districts in Uganda

(Kasese, Mbale, Moyo and Nebbi districts) nodulectomy

was offered to a sample of willing adults. The proce-

dures were performed by trained MOH clinicians using

sterile technique as described by Albiez et al. (1988).

Excised nodules were preserved in 90% ethanol and

transported to the Bernhard Nocht Institute for Tropical

Medicine in Hamburg, Germany where they were

sectioned, stained by H&E and read by an expert (Prof.

D.W. Büttner) following criteria for vitality and fertility

of female and male O. volvulus (Duke et al. 2002). The

results were compared with findings from an unpublished

study of 28 nodules obtained in 1993 and read by the

same expert (unpublished results courtesy of Vector

Control Division, MOH, Uganda and Prof. D.W. Bütt-

ner, Bernhard Nocht Institute).

Treatment coverage

At the launching of the treatment programme, CDDs in all

communities onchocerciasis selected for mass treatment

with ivermectin conducted a complete census and results

were recorded in a community register. Registers were

updated every year by the CDDs, before another round of

ivermectin distribution was implemented. We determined

treatment coverage of the sentinel communities based on the

annual summary treatment statistics kept by the local MOH

offices and The Carter Center country office. Treatment

coverage was defined as number of persons treated divided

by the eligible population denominator (which is the total

population minus children under 5 years of age) determined

each year during the treatment exercise. ‘Interval treatment

coverage’ was defined as the average of coverage over the

interval (10 years in Cameroon, 13 years in Uganda) for

each sentinel village.

Data analysis

Programme baseline and follow-up nodule and microfilaria

prevalence figures for ‘Older children and Adults’ and

‘Young Children’ were compared implementing general

linear contrasts using Sudaan annualtheih3Aeftwaereoveisiol










